THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

of whom it may be said that "Every morn brought
forth a noble chance and every chance brought
forth a noble deed." '
It is a wonderful story, that of the air fighting over
Dunkirk, and it is directly relevant to the story,
wonderful, too, and still being unfolded, of the
aerial Battle of Britain. It was at Dunkirk that our
fighters won their spurs, there that they established
their superiority in combat to the airmen of the
Luftwaffe. What our Spitfires, Hurricanes and De-
fiants accomplished at Dunkirk was a good augury
for the days of trial to come.
The Battle of Britain Begins
That trial was not long delayed, and once more
the Royal Air Force was not found wanting. Aga;n
it met and broke the onslaught of the German Air
Force, round and over our own coasts and above our
fields and towns. To the Battle of France there suc-
ceeded the Battle of Britain. There was, in truth, no
real breathing-space.between them. Such respite.as
there was in appearance was in fact only the brief
and uneasy fragment of time necessary for the stag-
ing of the second round of the affray. The air battle
over France had hardly ceased when the air battle
over England began.
The air battle over England began, according to
Major-General J. B. Chaney, to whom reference has
already been made, on August 8. That was the open-
of the first of its three phases, General Ghaney
thinks, and this particular stage lasted for ten days.
(He fixes the end of the phase as the day when the